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DEPARTMENT OF STATE DEVELOPMENT — AGRIBUSINESS UNIT 
376. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for State Development: 
Before I ask my question, I recognise and welcome the staff and students from Falcon Primary School, which is in 
the member for Dawesville’s electorate. 
Can the minister update the house on the progress of the Department of State Development’s new agribusiness 
unit? 
Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
Before I answer the question, I acknowledge the year 6 students from Currambine Primary School, which is in the 
member for Ocean Reef’s electorate. 
I thank the member for Moore for the question. I know he is a strong supporter of agriculture in his region and 
a promoter of innovation and innovative techniques in the agriculture industry. Indeed, State Development has set 
up an agribusiness unit. It was set up in March this year by the previous Minister for State Development and is 
headed by Rob Delane, who was the former director general of the Department of Food and Agriculture. The unit’s 
focus is to enhance investment in Western Australia into the agricultural sector and to assist the agriculture industry 
to get a scale of business that it can export from Western Australia and, of course, the Department of State 
Development will be involved in any infrastructure projects that are needed to support the development of 
agriculture in Western Australia. The Department of State Development is the ideal agency to do this, because we 
have a number of overseas trade offices that have a focus on investment into Western Australia and exports out of 
the state. To beef up the trade offices, we focused on putting on specific staff to deal with agriculture and 
agricultural investments. We have added someone to the Indonesian, Indian and Singaporean offices, joining China, 
Japan and the Middle East, which already have an officer specifically focusing on aquaculture. Rather than hopping 
on a plane to visit all the trade offices, which would have been a bit difficult and expensive for the state, I took the 
opportunity to meet with them when they were in Western Australia for the LNG 18 conference. I had a discussion 
with the trade offices about the importance of focusing on agriculture investment in Western Australia. 
One of the projects on our books that is worth mentioning briefly is Project Sea Dragon. It is a typical project that 
my department gets involved in, which cuts across a number of agencies. It will link in with the very good program 
that is being run out of the regional development and agriculture area, the Open for Business program, which is also 
working within Western Australia. Project Sea Dragon operates in a number of towns; indeed, Exmouth, 
Wyndham, Kununurra and Legune, which is across the border in the Northern Territory, will be involved and there 
will also be hatcheries in Darwin. It is one of those more complex projects ideally suited to the Department of State 
Development to put together. It is a great opportunity for Western Australia to export prawns into the South-East 
Asian zone and it is something that we will be strongly supporting. I know the member for Moore will be 
supporting it as well. 
Just to conclude, and to show how important agriculture is to Western Australia, its gross value is $11.6 billion in 
our economy and exports total about $7.8 billion. This demonstrates the importance that the Liberal–National 
government is putting on agriculture investment. The new agribusiness unit in the Department of State 
Development will assist our government to increase investment in Western Australia and help scale up the 
agriculture industry to export to the valuable South-East Asian market. 
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